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ABSTRACT 
 

Worsening disparities among and within countries in terms of income, GDP, and welfare 
have occupied the attention of researchers and policy makers over the years; in 
particular, how the alignment of these disparities with one or more language, religion, or 
geography creates violence and conflict. In Ghana, there is a north-south divide of the 
country in terms of income, access to services, and other development outcomes. 
Orthodox economics holds that these disparities will disappear with economic growth 
and with time, but the opposite is happening in practice.  Although Ghana has 
registered positive economic growth since 1983, poverty and spatial inequality in terms 
of incomes, access to services and welfare has worsened, especially between northern 
and southern Ghana. Previous attempts to influence and balance regional development 
have relied more on external resource flows like capital, technology, and investments 
with little attention given to internal or endogenous factors like institutions, leadership, 
values, beliefs, entrepreneurship, and larger national and global socio-economic and 
political processes. It is argued that this situation leads to the optimal use of resource 
endowments and market fit of the region toward building and sustaining a resilient 
region able to withstand the shocks and trends of change. Examples of successful 
balanced and equitable economic growth and development like that of Norway hold that 
the key ingredients are a national commitment to an egalitarian society and conscious 
policies and strategies to achieve even population distribution and access to services 
and welfare for all. 
 
 
Key words: regional economic development, endogenous growth, indigenous growth, 
local economic development, resilient economic development, exogenous growth, 
entrepreneurship, leadership, social justice. 
 



Socially Just Development Growth Models: A Case Study Of Ghana 
 

 
Bishop Akolgo, MSC 

Doctor of Economics / PhD in Administration Research Proposal 
UGSM- Monarch Business School Switzerland 

Page | 1  
 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Worsening disparities among and within countries in terms of income, GDP, and 

welfare have occupied the attention of researchers and policy makers over the 

years. In Ghana, the northern part of the country, made up largely of the three 

northern regions, are underdeveloped. This dates back to the colonial period during 

which policy reinforced the economic and political subordinate position of northern 

Ghana by a combination of no investment, denial of education, and actively moving 

labor out of the north to service the colonial and southern economy (Shepherd, 

Gyimah-Boadi, Gariba, Plagerson, & Musa, 2004; Songsore, 1979). For instance, 

the first school in the North was only opened by missionaries in Navrongo in 

December 1907, while the first government school was opened in Tamale in 1909, 

thus putting the north over 100 years behind the south in terms of formal education 

(Dzodzi & Wayo, 2004). 

Regional economic development grew out of the need to assess the impact of the 

introduction of a new activity or closure of an existing economic activity on the region 

in terms of employment, output, and income largely based on the concept of base 

economy, especially in America (Roberts & Settefield, 2007; Schaffer, 1999). In the 

case of Europe, it is the need of regional integration in the European Union that has 

inspired most studies and analysis.  

Following a rethinking of the need and strategy for a regional development 

intervention to help close the development gap between the north and south of 

Ghana, a new entity, the SADA, was created by an Act of Parliament as an 

autonomous and independent entity to lead the process. The SADA, in order to 
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ensure accelerated, comprehensive, and integrated development of the zone, 

initiated broad consultations to identify the drivers for a resilient and sustainable 

regional economy in the area as well as outside. 

1.1. Inequality And Social Justice 

Despite many years of economic growth in Ghana, the benefits have not been 

spread evenly with the three regions of the north and food crop farmers being the 

least to benefit (UNDP, 2006). All indications point to the fact that the north of Ghana 

lags behind the south, a gap that seems to be increasing and a critique of the status 

quo (SADA, 2010). In northern Ghana, the majority are poor. For example, between 

1992 and 2006, 2.5 million people moved out of poverty in southern Ghana while 

900,000 people in northern Ghana fell into poverty (World Bank, 2011). These 

historical disparities have roots in both nature and the actions and inactions of 

colonial and post-colonial authorities (ODI & CEPA, 2009; Shepherd, Gyimah-Boadi, 

Gariba, Plagerson, & Musa, 2004).  

Ghana’s national constitution of 1992 requires and provides the legal basis for 

balanced growth and development among all the regions of Ghana. It is expected 

that policies, laws, and institutions would be designed and implemented to ensure 

this balance. Furthermore, Article 35 of the Constitution imposes a responsibility on 

government to promote just and reasonable access by all citizens to public facilities. 

Some programs are implemented to address the plight of the disadvantaged in 

society, especially the poorest, but without a coherent framework or model of social 

development or social protection policies. This is considered to be problematic. 
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1.2. Leadership, Entrepreneurship, And Institutions 

The numerous attempts at ensuring or correcting regional economic disparities 

among the regions of Ghana gave little attention to the people and their own abilities 

and internal capabilities including local leadership, institutions, and entrepreneurship. 

Experiences and lessons from various case studies on regional economic 

development revealed that a number of local and internal factors need to be 

identified including: (a) local resources, such as different forms of social capital and 

main exports constituting the base of the regional economy that can be improved 

towards sustainability, coupled with local forms of leadership; (b) mobilization or 

organization; and (c) other social formations (Storper, 2009). These can be mobilized 

to serve as the platform for change to guide the development of the region towards 

its competitiveness in a global environment in pursuit of a sustainable future.  
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2.0 THE MAIN RESEARCH QUESTION 

Given the preceding discussion the Main Research Question has been developed as 

follows: 

The Main Research Question: 

What are the characteristics of a new conceptual model or framework 

that better describes the relationship between economic growth and 

social justice as applied to Ghana? 

To better assist in responding to the Main Research Question, a series of sub-

Research Questions have been developed. They are: 

x SRQ1. What are the drivers and consequences of uneven growth and 

development in Ghana, especially as it applies to Northern Ghana? 

x SRQ2. What has been the role of the state and other institutions in 

contributing to uneven development in the past and what will be their new role 

in unleashing the full potential of northern Ghana for sustainable and just 

economic growth and development? 

x SRQ3. What comparative quantitative and qualitative measures can be used 

for measuring continuous monitoring of changes in the fortunes of the 

region/zone compared to southern Ghana? 

x SRQ4. What are the processes and strategies as well as the role of public 

sector institutions like SADA, for unleashing the potential of the area for 

sustainable regional economic growth and development? 
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3.0 RESEARCH RELEVANCE 

The goal of the contemplated research will be to develop a conceptual framework 

that better explains the dynamic interplay of socio-economic and political forces at 

play that lead to economic disparities in terms of incomes, wealth, opportunities, and 

long-term sustainable growth and development prospects of all the regions of Ghana 

in a balanced and equitable manner as envisioned by Ghana’s 1992 Constitution.   

Partly in an attempt to operationalize the 1992 Constitutional Provision requiring 

balanced and equitable growth of all regions in Ghana, the GOG has recognized the 

need for special development zones and consequently created four regional 

development zones. The first and most advanced of these special development 

zones, in terms of legislation, institutionalization, and funding, is the SADA. The 

contemplated research will provide a framework for civil society organizations and 

SADA as well as the other three development zones. Many civil society 

organizations intervene in northern Ghana to help correct the development 

disparities between northern and southern Ghana, but these efforts lack a 

comprehensive and coherent theory of change, model, or framework of 

development.   
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4.0 CONTRIBUTION TO EXISTING KNOWLEDGE AND 
PRACTICE 

The contemplated research may provide the framework of engagement to SADA. 

The shift-share analysis tool to be deployed in the contemplated research may be 

used by SADA and other regional authorities to measure and monitor regional 

growth and development. The contemplated research will attempt to address the 

existing research gaps and provide valuable information for academic and scholarly 

discourse.  Table 4.0 depicts the level of analysis and stakeholder schema as macro, 

meso, and micro. Due to time and resource constraints, the contemplated research 

will focus on only the meso and micro levels of analysis. 

TABLE 4.0 
Level of Analysis And Stakeholder Schema 

Level Organizational Level Unit Level 

Macro Societal Government Planning Authority, USAID, 
DFID, UNDP, Surban Jurong of 
Singapore 

Meso Social Regional planning Authorities, Local 
Government bodies, CSOs, donors, 
University for development studies 

Micro Individual 
Selected individuals with knowledge, 
successful local businesses, community-
based organisations, traditional 
authorities, key individuals 

Source: USGM-Monarch Business Schools-Switzerland 
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5.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A mix method of qualitative and quantitative analysis will be used to examine the 

research question, as shown in Figure 5.0. According to Wisdom and Creswell 

(2013), mixed method is an emergent methodology of research that advances the 

systematic integration, or “mixing,” of quantitative and qualitative data within a single 

investigation or sustained program of inquiry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1. Validation 

This contemplated mix method study will address how to discover the key 

endogenous factors that a regional Development Authority can unleash for the 

resilient and sustainable economic development of the SADA ecological zone. 

FIGURE 5.0 
Methodology Triangulation  

 

Source: UGSM-Monarch Business School Switzerland 
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5.2. Data And Analysis of Regional Economic Growth And Disparities 

In terms of data, four rounds of a GSS periodic household survey data, the GLSS 3, 

4, 5, and 6, as well as data on industrial and agriculture surveys, the Supply and Use 

Table 2004 of Ghana will be relied upon. The above GSS datasets are produced by 

sector and by regions detailing production/output, income, and other economic and 

social variables by sector and by region. Given that these datasets are publicly 

available and updated every two to four years, SADA and other regional authorities 

can use this framework and data to monitor performance compared to other regions 

over time. 

The usual method for measuring endogenous regional growth is ordinary least 

squares or panel data, but due to the lack of disaggregated data at the regional level, 

it is proposed to use an appropriate proxy like shift-share analysis using a SPSS 

statistical package. The regional shift or differential shift component is derived from a 

shift share analysis of regional employment change over time by summing the 

regional or differential employment shift across all industry sectors standardized by 

the size of the regional labour force. The key dataset is the periodic industrial and 

agriculture surveys carried out by national statistical offices.   

For the qualitative approach, interviews of 25 key participants who have knowledge 

or mandate in regional development. These participants will be interviewed around 

the key issue of how to build a resilient and sustainable regional economy in the 

SADA ecological zone using key issues identified in the literature in addition to the 

following three themes and their variables: (a) leadership, entrepreneurship, and 

institutions; (b) social justice; and (c) development.  
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5.3. Research Process 

Figure 5.3 illustrates the standard 10-step Monarch research process flow. The 

contemplated research will utilize the Monarch 10-STEP Standard Mixed Research 

Method as a process flow for the completion of the research.  

FIGURE 5.3 
Monarch Business School Standard Research Framework 

 

Source: UGSM-Monarch Business Research Switzerland 
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The steps involved are:  

Step 1: In-Depth Literature Review Part 1. In-Depth review of the seminar authors 

within the study domains of leadership, social justice and development will be 

completed to provide a solid academic foundation to the research.  

Step 2: Content Analysis. An analysis based on data obtained from annual reports, 

reform project documents, government policies and economic and business review 

data sources will be examined. 

Step 3: Two-Step Semi-Structured Interview Process 

(a) Step 3A: Preliminary Interviews. The development of preliminary interview 

questions will be informed by and synthesized using the review of the literature. 

Stakeholders to be interviewed will be industry participants considered 

knowledgeable with respect to the research. A minimum of 30 participants will 

be interviewed. Interviews will be conducted at a location convenient to the 

subjects and are expected to be approximately 30 minutes in length. Interviews 

will be tape recorded unless objected to by the participant, in which case 

manual notes will be taken. 

(b) Step 3B: Follow-Up Interviews. To achieve a more specific view informed by 

the first round of interviews, a smaller sub-set of 15 respondents, who will be 

selected from the first-round sample, will take part in more in-depth follow-up 

interviews. These interviews will seek to uncover deeply held personal beliefs 

and understandings on the research subject that will further uncover important 

aspects in responding to the provisional research question. 
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Step 4: In-Depth Literature Review-Part 2. To add more expertise and specificity 

to the research, a second more in-depth literature research review will be completed 

to further refine the scope and consideration of the existing knowledge within the 

academic field. 

Steps 5 and 6: Triangulation of the Data and Gap Analysis. A triangulation of the 

data will be considered and analyzed in order to determine whether or not the 

existing academic knowledge is congruent with the practical application in the field 

on a commercial basis. The result of this analysis should determine whether a 

knowledge gap exists between the academic (theoretical) and the practical (applied) 

domains.  

Step 7: Development of New Model. Building on the gap analysis, a thorough 

analysis of the existing frameworks within the academic domain will be done. This 

analysis will evaluate whether existing frameworks sufficiently addresses the 

requirement for practical application within the industry and whether or not they may 

be further improved or modified. 

Steps 8 and 9: Triangulation of the Data and Gap Analysis. A triangulation of the 

research data from the literature review, content analysis, and interview process will 

be considered and analyzed in order to determine whether or not the existing 

academic knowledge is congruent with the practical application in the field on a 

commercial basis. The result of this analysis should determine whether a Praxis Gap 

exists between the academic (theoretical) and the practical (applied) domains.  

Step 10: Development of New Conceptual Model or Framework. Building on the 

gap analysis in Step 9, a thorough analysis of the existing models and frameworks 
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within the academic domain will be considered. This analysis will evaluate whether 

the existing frameworks sufficiently address the requirement for practical application 

within the industry and whether they should be further improved or modified. 

6.0 RESEARCH LITERATURE REVIEW  

Figure 6.0 shows how analysis of the intersection of the three areas or domains of 

knowledge will be critical to the understanding of the research phenomenon and will 

constitute the main focus of the literature review. 

FIGURE 6. 0 
Literature Review Integration 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: UGSM-Monarch Business School Switzerland 
Figure 1: Literature Review Integra 
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6.1. Theories Of Leadership And Entrepreneurship  

Research to discover the secret behind successful regions and areas in terms of 

innovation, growth, and sustainable development has revealed that key features 

have been the agency of citizens themselves, presence of visionary leadership, and 

institutions engendering innovative entrepreneurship (Roberts & Settefield, 2007).  

Entrepreneurs are people who can foresee opportunities, take advantage of them 

while bearing the risks and uncertainties associated, may produce new products or 

even imitate, and also postpone consumption today for better prospects in the future, 

including profit (Ahmad & Seymour, 2008). The entrepreneur as a form of community 

leader is a key agent of change in regional growth and development mediated by 

institutions.  

Various theories to be reviewed on leadership and entrepreneurship include: (a) 

Casson’s (1982) and Schumpeter’s (1934) research on innovation theory of 

entrepreneurship; (b) Kirzner’s (1973) research on spontaneous learning and 

alertness theory; (c) Leibenstein’s (1966) research on entrepreneurs as gap-fillers, 

with three traits of entrepreneurship including recognizing market trends, developing 

new goods or processes in demands but not in supply, and determining profitable 

activities. The contemplated research will also consider (d) McClelland’s (1986) 

theory of achievement motivation, which holds that people have three motives for 

accomplishing things; (e) Weber’s (1920) sociological theory, (f) Marshall’s (1890) 

principles of economics where land, labor, capital, and organization are the four 

factors of production, and entrepreneurship is the driving factor combining the 

others, and finally, (g) Knight’s (1921) risk bearing theory.  
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6.2. Theories of Social Justice  

The worsening inequality among countries and different regions and communities of 

the same country has engaged researchers and policy makers. These rising and 

worsening inequalities are seen as violating social justice requiring urgent and 

immediate interventions to correct for security, equity, and harmony reasons.  

Neoliberal globalization presents a challenge to welfare provisioning in the 

industrialized countries and to the prospects for equitable social development in 

developing and transition economies. This challenge flows partly from the 

unregulated nature of the emerging global economy and partly from intellectual 

currents dominant in the global discourse concerning social policy and social 

development (Deacon, 2000). 

Social justice is a contested concept, but has to do with how to view and treat 

equality, justice, and rights in everyday life in society. While Rawls (1971) regards 

justice as fairness, Harvey (1973) looks at it as essentially a principle or set of 

principles for resolving conflicting claims. Miller (1999) defines social justice by its 

root meaning––“to each his own”––and later re-defines social justice as how the 

good and bad things in life should be distributed among the members of a human 

society. Bos (2003) defines social justice as the fair and equitable distribution of 

power, resources, and obligations in society to all people, regardless of race or 

ethnicity, age, gender, ability status, sexual orientation, and religious or spiritual 

background.  

Sen (2011) criticizes Rawls’ (1971) version of social justice and insists that what is 

needed is equality of capabilities and not primary goods; Sen asserts that Rawls’ 
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version of social justice distracts from dealing with real injustice in the way that it 

describes ideal institutions. Meanwhile Nussbaum (2003) says Sen’s capability 

approach is vague and does not provide what a minimum of capabilities in a socially 

just society might be and so can only act as a guide to policy and programming. The 

United Nations ICESCR, ratified by 160 states, provides the legal basis for all human 

beings and the core entitlements essential to human fulfillment, like the rights to 

work, social security, family life, education, right to livelihoods, and participation in 

cultural life (Prah, 1976). 

Leading theorists in social justice to be reviewed include: (a) utilitarianism theories of 

Benthem (1748-1832), Mill (1773-1836), Austin (1790-1859), and J.S. Mill (1806-

1873); (b) self-perfectionism theory of Bradley (1846-1924); (c) Marxism theory of 

Karl Marx (1853); (d) existentialism theory of Jean Paul Sartre (2007); (e) Richard’s 

(2004)  egalitarianism theory; (f) Rawls (1971) theory of justice; (g) theory of social 

justice; (h) Hayek’s (1944) libertarianism; (i) Nozick’s (1974) theory on distributive 

justice; (j) Hobbes (1997) , Locke (1955), and Rousseau (1995) who reject social 

justice, altogether; and Kant’s (1974) social contract. 

6.3. Theories of Development 

Theories and models of development have engaged economists, development 

practitioners, and policy makers for a long time especially after WWII when many 

developing countries gained political independence and set out to improve the living 

standards of their citizens. Two types of theories are relevant here: Those theories 

concerned with general development and those with regional economic 

development.   
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Theories to be reviewed under general development include: 

x Modernization theory, which presents development as a systemic process of 

improving the circumstances of people going through five stages, with people 

moving away from their traditional ways of life to a more modern form of 

production and consumption (Rostow, 1990; Shareia, 2015); 

x Dependency theory that can be seen as a part of the Marxist theory of 

development and whose key authors include Frank (1972), Santos (1971), 

Wallerstein (1974), and Marx (1853);  

x Core-periphery system theory, which looks at the world as an unequal division 

of labor between industrialized countries who import raw materials cheaply 

from developing countries and produced finished goods (Prebisch, 1950; 

Santos, 1971); and, 

x Neoliberalism theory, which holds that free trade and unrestricted market 

functioning will unleash the full potential of people and lead to higher quality of 

life for all citizens of the world. Seminal authors on this theory include 

(Friedman, 2002; Harvey, 2005; Hayek, 1944).  

 
Other development theories to be reviewed include: (a) sustainable development 

theory, which gained popularity following negative social and environmental cost of 

neoliberalism reinforced by the work of the Gro Harlem Brundland Commission 

chaired by former Prime Minister of Norway, which looked into ways the world could 

develop in a more sustainable manner; (b) human development theory, which holds 

that development cannot be judged by economics alone and that the important thing 

is how human development is ensured; and (c) post-development theories that hold 

that development cannot rely on resources including ideas from the outside but 

largely on the agency of the people themselves promoted by writers like Escobar 

(1995) and Meadow (1972).  
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On regional development, there are two broad approaches to regional economic 

development research: (a) those researchers adopting the North American approach 

known as the “new economics of urban and regional growth” literature; and (b) the 

European literature that has focused on questions of convergence of national or 

regional economies (Roberts & Settefield, 2007). Regional science theory and 

research/analysis can be categorized into two broad theories, which are location 

theory and regional growth/development theory. Regional economics explicitly treats 

“space” as a container and as resource in itself in the market system and space as it 

affects and is affected by the market, especially prices, productivity, demand, supply, 

growth, and income distribution has only received attention lately by economists 

(Capello, 2011).  

Some of the core regional economic theories include polarization, economic base, 

growth pole theory, accumulative causation theory, regional innovative networks, 

central place theory, cluster theory, and endogenous theory. Polarization theories 

hold that due largely to variations in production factors, imperfect markets, 

externalities, and economies of scale, some regions may be left behind leading to 

the development of leading and lagging regions. 

Economic or export base theory says that regions have a basic sector and then 

others. The basic and the non‐basic sectors generate the total economic activity of 

the region, thus total activity is a function of the basic sector. While the non‐basic 

component serves needs of locals, the basic component produces goods and 

services for export or products that would otherwise be imported for local 

consumption. The regional economy is therefore driven largely by the basic sector 
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activities and thus this is where economic development occurs through its expansion 

and multiplier effects on the rest of the regional economy. Regions with a strong 

basic sector are likely to do better in terms of incomes, jobs and general welfare than 

other regions. 

Over the years, regional economic development strategies have largely been based 

on economic base, growth pole, and/or accumulative causation theories, influenced 

by the assumption that benefits from increased economic output and tax revenues 

will outweigh the costs associated with incentives and subsidies provided. These 

economic base theories that inspired economic development strategies were 

criticized as being too expensive and not yielding any significant reduction in regional 

disparities. Porter (1990) for example, criticized direct incentives and subsidies as 

destructive––a ‘zero sum game’––and recommended that investing in specialized 

training, cluster specific infrastructure, and improving the business climate can 

improve both the local and national economies. 

Another concept used to explain disparities in economic activities and welfare is 

growth poles. Growth pole economic development strategy focuses on a specific 

sector or a core basic industry, with the expansion of the pole expected to lead to 

growth in linked sectors. The main critics of the growth pole strategy assert that 

benefits accrue initially to the growth pole sector at the expense of other sectors. In 

spite of the criticism of growth pole theory, strategies based on growth pole are still 

popular and some target specific industrial sectors. SADA is considering this 

strategy. 
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Accumulative causation theory holds that more developed locations attract financial 

and human capital to accumulate competitive advantage over other locations. 

Backward effects prevent disadvantaged locations from developing the internal 

capacity to compete and prosper resulting in self-reinforcing decline or continued 

growth depending on the arrangement of forces in the region and outside it. 

Another concept that has engaged researchers and policy makers is regional 

innovation networks with economic disparities implications. Here the most popular 

are experiences from network organization in Silicon Valley in California and in the 

Italian industrial regions called the “Third Italy” (Dumais, Ellison, & Glaeser, 2002). 

The Italian experience and the results of the research group GREMI demonstrate 

how some regions or communities can serve as an environment of generating 

innovation and creativity. Understanding what unleashed such powerful ideas and 

group dynamics will help regions learn the art, craft, and science of promoting more 

of such to improve quality of life in their regions. According to Saxenian (1996) 

research on the industrial districts of the “Third Italy” was initiated in the 1980s by an 

Italian scientist, Becattani, who defined them as enclaves of growth, specialized in 

leading activity based on small and medium, complementary, and closely 

cooperating family companies.  

Location theory tries to explain what attracts and keeps businesses in certain places 

compared to others and has been fascinating, especially researchers and regional 

planners who are interested in reviving declining regional economies or attracting 

jobs to their jurisdictions. Location theory holds that firms locate where their costs 

are minimized or access to markets are maximized, or even where they can share 

markets, raw materials, and other infrastructure to reduce their transaction costs. It 
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could also be location based on profit maximization like transportation costs, labor 

costs, other production costs, or efficiencies in transportation and communication 

which have made distance less important. Here industries have more freedom to 

move based on conditions and what is more attractive.  

Central place theory holds that centers are arranged in a hierarchical pattern of 

different sizes and functional complexities with a systematic spatial pattern across a 

large region. Central place theory focuses on retail and service functions, rather than 

manufacturing, with a key strategy being that regional authorities compare their 

community with ‘benchmarks’ like size, income, and proximity to larger communities. 

If the benchmark communities have firms performing higher order activities, these 

types of companies might be candidates for recruitment efforts to their regions. 

Cluster theory is attributed to Porter (1990) and Krugman (1998). Marshall (1890) 

wrote about clusters as far back as 1890 and renewed interest was continued by 

writers like Piore and Sabel (1984), Scott (1988), and Saxenian (1996), who linked 

cluster-like behavior to the spatial form of new industrial districts. All the above 

strategies have not enabled any significant reduction in regional disparities in 

economic wellbeing and so led to the continued search for better tools and 

approaches.   

Recently and following the articulation of new endogenous growth theory, attempts 

have been made to apply these at the regional and sub-national levels. Initially new 

growth theory incorporated technological progress as an endogenous factor in long 

term growth as against neo‐classical theory which assumed the growth rate was 

driven by exogenous factors. Endogenous growth theory recognizes that positive 
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agglomeration effects lead to the concentration of activity in a region through self-

reinforcing effects that attract new investment (Richard, 2003). This leads to path 

dependency in regional economic development, as per Romer (1994), Grossman 

and Helpman (1991), Rebelo (1991), Aghion and Howitt (2009), and Barro and 

Martin (1991). 

6.4. Synthesis 

There seems to be a lack of consensus on causes and solutions for worsening 

income inequality and other forms of disparities between and within countries as 

these appear to be increasing and not converging with economic growth as orthodox 

economics holds. Regional economic growth and development are treated as if they 

are just smaller versions of the nation without regard to spatial dimensions and other 

social issues like norms, leadership, institutions, and entrepreneurship. 

The role of the individual and other endogenous factors as active agents in 

development including leadership and entrepreneurship in regional development and 

in explaining economic disparities has received little attention. Meanwhile economic 

globalization makes it almost impossible for countries to act in compensatory ways 

towards the weakest members of their society despite their legal and moral 

obligations. New models, approaches, and strategies are therefore required to 

address these disparities for national and global harmony and the avoidance of 

violence and conflicts. 

 

 



Socially Just Development Growth Models: A Case Study Of Ghana 
 

 
Bishop Akolgo, MSC 

Doctor of Economics / PhD in Administration Research Proposal 
UGSM- Monarch Business School Switzerland 

Page | 22  
 

 

7.0 RESEARCH PLAN  

The interview process for the target stakeholder groups will be implemented between 

November and December 2018 by allocating 30-minute durations for each 

participant. All interviews will be conducted in person at a location amenable to the 

participants. Interviews will be tape-recorded unless objected to by the participant, in 

which case detailed hand-written notes will be made. Follow up interviews will be 

scheduled with select participants during the months of January and February, 2019. 

8.0 RESEARCH TIMELINE  

TABLE 8.0 
Provisional Research Timeline 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

PA
RT

 A
 

Pre-Literature 
Review             
Literature Review 
Part 1             
Research Plan             
Chapter 1             
Chapter 2 & 3             
Content Analysis             

 Official Submission of Chapters 1, 2, 3 and Slide Presentation To 
Obtain Authorization To Continue On To Field Research 

PA
RT

 B
 

Interviews Part 1             
Literature Review 
Part 2             
Interviews Part 2             
Data Analysis             
Chapter 4, 5, 6             
Manuscript 
Perfecting             
Submission             

Source: UGSM-Monarch Business School Switzerland 
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The contemplated research is expected to be conducted over a period of 36 months. 

A breakdown of the time allocation for each different phases or step is provided in 

Table 8.0. above. 

Although every effort will be made to implement the steps within research timelines, 

variation in the plan may be encountered due to variables beyond the control of the 

researcher. Variables that may have a significant effect on the research timeline 

which are beyond the control of the researcher are resource availability and 

accessibility and availability of participants. These variables could result in a 

modification of travel schedules and prolongation of the field research stages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Socially Just Development Growth Models: A Case Study Of Ghana 
 

 
Bishop Akolgo, MSC 

Doctor of Economics / PhD in Administration Research Proposal 
UGSM- Monarch Business School Switzerland 

Page | 24  
 

 

9.0 RESEARCH BUDGET  

The contemplated research will require a total of $7,800.   This amount will be 

privately funded by the candidate. No additional funding is requested or required 

from UGSM Monarch Business School. The budget is currently funded and the 

research may begin immediately. Table 9.0 shows the breakdown of the budget. 

TABLE 9.0 
Research Budget 

Item Amount ($) 
Data collection/field work 1,000 
Data analysis and cleaning 500 
Gaps filing 1,000 
Travel Expenses (air ticket, hotel costs) 4,000 
Grand Total 6,500 
Add 20% contingency 1,300 
Grand total (USA dollars) 7,800 
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10.0 APPROVAL 

The contemplated research proposed has been approved by Monarch Business 

School and the student may commence the research immediately. The student is not 

to deviate from the proposed research unless expressly confirmed by both the 

Supervisor and the University in written form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approved by the Administration 
On XX-YY-ZZZZ in Zug-Switzerland 
By: Prof. Dr. Jeffrey Henderson, Ph.D. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved: 11-Dec-2017
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